
Registered breeds

Sheep (Ovis aries ) Appenninica, Sopravissana

Goat (Capra hircus) Facciuta della Valnerina

Horse (Equus caballus) CAI TPR, Cavallo del Catria, Maremmano

Donkey (Equus asinus)
Asino Sardo, Asino dell’Amiata, Asino Bianco 

dell’Asinara

Chicken (Gallus gallus)
Livorno Argentata, Livorno Bianca, Livorno 

Dorata, Livorno Nera, Ancona

Trout (Salmo trutta) Trota Fario

Carp (Cyprinus carpio) Carpa del Trasimeno

Pike (Esox lucius) Luccio del Trasimeno

Bee (Apis mellifera ligustica) Ape Ligustica

Seeds of Resilience: Safeguarding Umbrian Agro-biodiversity For Future Generations

Umbria boasts a rich heritage of agro-biodiversity, essential for ecosystem resilience and 

sustainable development. 

Since 2013, the Regional Commission has safeguarded this genetic wealth by registering 

18 animal breeds in the Regional Register of Autochthonous Genetic Resources, each 

documented with a dedicated descriptive form containing characteristics, distribution, and 

conservation strategies.

Registration in the Regional Register plays a crucial role in preventing extinction and also 

enhancing breed value through incentives, short supply chain projects, and agro-food 

promotion initiatives. 

Despite the efforts significant challenges persist, including climate change, rural 

depopulation, and the declining profitability of traditional farming.  Recent surveys 

show population variability among breeds, ranging from a few hundred to several 

thousand individuals. 

An ongoing goal is reconstituting the ancient Suino Nero 

Cinghiato pig —nowadays seen only in historical 

frescoes—to restore genetic diversity, boost sustainable 

farming, and celebrate traditional Umbrian products.

Building sustainable agriculture in Umbria requires integrated strategies that balance 

environmental protection, economic development, and cultural heritage. Preserving 

agro-biodiversity depends on strong collaboration between institutions, breeders, and 

researchers.

Caffarelli M.1, Giovannini S.2, Sarti F. M.2, Dal Bosco A.2, Dorillo A. 1

1- 3A-Parco Tecnologico Agroalimentare dell’Umbria, Pantalla di Todi (PG), marcocaffarelli@tiscali.it

2- Dipartimento di Scienze Agrarie Alimentari e Ambientali, Università di Perugia

mailto:marcocaffarelli@tiscali.it

	Diapositiva 1

